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Overview 

The Society for Pediatric Pathology (SPP) is an organization of more than 700 members who are 
pediatric pathologists or have an interest in pediatric pathology education, practice, or research. Most 
are from the United States and Canada, although members come from all over the world.   

The mission and purposes of the SPP are:  
• To promote expertise, practical teaching, and productive research in the practice of pediatric 

pathology.  
• To assist and encourage the development and recognition of resident/fellow training programs 

in pediatric pathology and, through the American Board of Pathology, establish and maintain a 
means by which pathologists may be certified as having unique competency in pediatric 
pathology.  

• To sponsor and promote the education of physicians and others in healthcare related to 
pediatric pathology.  

• To establish and maintain appropriate relationships with other societies and groups of 
physicians, and other scientists who share professional interests with the Society.   

To accomplish its mission, the SPP has a website (www.spponline.org); holds two scientific meetings 
each year; offers a separate course in perinatal pathology every several years; holds a joint meeting 
every five years with the European Paediatric Pathology Society (PPS); is a constituent member of the 
International Paediatric Pathology Association (IPPA); is a cooperating society of the American Board of 
Pathology; publishes the journal Pediatric and Developmental Pathology; and gives awards in 
recognition of medical, scientific and professional achievements. The SPP Executive Director at The 
Kellen Company provides management. The 2019 accomplishments (since the March 2019 meeting) are 
summarized below.  

Education 

The SPP is fully accredited by the Accreditation Commission on Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) 
through 2022 and is approved by the American Board of Pathology to offer Self-Assessment Modules 
(SAMs) for Maintenance of Certification (MOC) in pathology. The Royal College of Physicians and 
Surgeons of Canada reapproved Slide Survey Online for SAM credits for another three years. 

Regular educational programs are offered twice yearly in spring and fall for pediatric and other types of 
pathologists whose practices include pediatric material. Both meetings include peer-reviewed abstracts 



as poster or platform presentations and a major symposium. Spring meeting workshops are repeated in 
a three-year cycle to maximize opportunities for attendance.  

The 2019 spring meeting was held in Arlington, VA. The symposium topic was “Lymph Node Pathology 
for the Pediatric Pathologist.” Fifty-four abstracts were presented. Pediatric Pathology Workshops 
included: “Role of Bias in Pediatric Pathology: Preventing Errors and Enhancing Patient Safety One Child 
at a Time” (ABPath approved Patient Safety Course); “Bone Dysplasias: A Systematic Diagnostic 
Approach”; “Pediatric Gastrointestinal Biopsy: An Update on the Diagnosis and Pathogenesis of Pediatric 
Upper Gastrointestinal Disease”; “What Can the Placenta Tell Us?”; “What Every Pediatric Pathologist 
Needs to Know: WHO Classification of Tumors of the Central Nervous System (2016) Pediatric Tumors”; 
“Challenges in Pediatric Soft Tissue Pathology: A Case-Based Approach to Selected Difficult Cases.” An 
evening slide seminar titled “An Update on Pediatric Hematopathology” was given in conjunction with 
the U.S. and Canadian Academy of Pathology. The Farber-Landing lecture by Elizabeth Perlman, M.D., 
was entitled “The Developmental Origins of Wilms Tumor.” Also, interactive expert sessions were 
incorporated into the program. They included “Soft Tissue Tumors and Next Generation Testing: 
Integration of Histological and Molecular Findings” and “The Transition from an Academic to a 
Leadership Career in Pathology.” 

The 2019 fall meeting was a joint meeting with the Paediatric Pathology Society (PPS), and it was held in 
Pittsburg, PA. Forty-nine abstracts were presented. The symposium topic was “Pediatric Heart Disease.” 
The program also included a perinatal pathology symposium, “Perinatal Infections,” a slide seminar, 
IPPA graduate presentations, and a COG/SIOP update on liver tumors. The John Emery lecture by 
Cristina Antonescu, M.D., was entitled “New Advances in the Molecular Classification of Pediatric 
Mesenchymal Tumors.” 

The current (spring 2020) SPP meeting is in Los Angeles, California. The symposium is “Pediatric Bone 
Lesions: Practical Approach.” The Farber-Landing lecture entitled “Rhabdomyosarcoma: From Obscurity 
to Clarity in Diagnosis, but with Ongoing Challenges in Management” will be given by Dr. David Parham. 
Two new workshops include “Discovering Cancer Predisposition in Children” and “Hirschsprung Disease: 
Diagnostic, Intra-operative, and Post-operative.” 

Publications 

The SPP and PPS jointly publish Pediatric and Developmental Pathology (PDP). Perspectives in Pediatric 
Pathology, formerly an independent publication of the SPP, is now a peer-reviewed supplement to PDP. 
Subscription is included with membership in the SPP and PPS.PDP highlights in 2019 included the 
following: 

• 181 manuscript submissions in 2019 (9% increase from 2018); acceptance rate, 43%. 
• 2019: 2018 impact factor is 1.008. 
• Circulation: 8,229 total circulation in 2018; 11,002 total circulation in 2019. 
• Full-text downloads: 29,327 in 2018; 41,680 in 2019. 
• PDP 2020 January-February special issue was Perspectives in Pediatric Pathology: Hirschsprung 

Disease. The volume was devoted to the diagnosis, surgical management and postoperative 
period of Hirschsprung disease, and it is available for individual purchase on the SPP website 
(along with other volumes in the Perspectives series). 

• PDP, in conjunction with Sage publishing, awarded the 2019 Best Paper (published in 2018) prize 
to Reyes JA, Somers GR, and Chiasson DA. Sudden unexpected death in neonates: A clinico-
pathological study. Ped Dev Pathol 2018;21(6):528-536. 

• 3,135 followers to date on the SAGE Clinical Medicine Twitter channel. 



Social Media 

The SPP Twitter feed @SocPediPath has 1684 followers. Pediatric Pathology forum where members 
exchange ideas has 458 users. The Society Newsletter has been revived, and Dr. David Parham has been 
elected as the Editor of the Newsletter.  

Grants, Awards and Other Honors 

Recruitment of new talent, ongoing professional development in Pediatric Pathology, recognition, and 
support of academic work and research, are important for the SPP members and pediatric pathology 
trainees. To this effect, the SPP offers discounted meeting registration and workshop fees for trainees. 
Grants, awards, and other honors for 2019 are listed below and at www.spponline.org/Grants-and-
Awards. 

• The Young Investigator Research Grant provides up to $15,000 to establish scientific research in 
pediatric pathology. The 2019 recipient was Jessica Saunders, M.D. from Seattle Children’s 
Hospital, with the study “Luminex-based diagnosis of Hirschsprung disease.” The SPP Board 
approved to significantly increase the Young Investigator Research Grant to $25,000 starting 
2020. 

• The A. James McAdams Short-Term Study Stipend provides up to $5000 for expenses related to 
receiving extramural training in pediatric pathology. The 2019 awardee was Michelle Smith, 
M.D. from University of Kentucky, to study pediatric surgical pathology with a focus on pediatric 
solid tumors at Cincinnati Children’s Medical Center. 

• Residents in the U.S. and Canada who are considering a career in pediatric pathology are eligible 
for the Resident Recruitment Award, which is based on a two-page case report highlighting 
unique aspects of pediatric or perinatal pathology. The award consists of reimbursement of 
travel, registration, and lodging expenses, and lunch or dinner with “Legends in Pediatric 
Pathology.” The award budget was increased to accommodate two awardees in 2019: Lauren 
Skvarca, M.D., Ph.D. from UPMC Department of Pathology, and Lucy Fu, M.D. from 
Northwestern McGaw Medical Center. The award budget was further increased to 
accommodate three awardees, and it became available to medical students as well. 

• Several awards recognize outstanding presentations at SPP meetings. The 2019 Gordon F. 
Vawter Pathologist-in-Training Awardees were Nya Nelson, M.D., Ph.D., from Hospital of 
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA for “Pediatric mismatch repair deficient solid 
tumors detected by immunohistochemistry are rare but enriched in the central nervous system: 
implications for checkpoint inhibitor therapy” and Crystal Bockoven, M.D., from NorthShore 
University Health System, Evanston, IL, for “Detection of viral genomes in chronic villitis.” The 
2019 Harry B. Neustein Award honoring innovative technologic advances went to Linda Ernst, 
M.D. of NorthShore University Health System, Evanston, IL, for “Umbilical cord blood miRNAs to 
predict neonatal early-onset sepsis” and Csaba Galambos, M.D., Ph.D., from Children’s Hospital 
Colorado, Aurora, CO, for “State-of-the-art synchrotron-based imaging uncovers the three-
dimensional microanatomy of pediatric pulmonary vascular disease.” The Perinatal Pathology 
Award was renamed the Benirschke Perinatal Pathology Award, and the first one will be 
presented at the 2020 Spring meeting.  

• The Enid Gilbert-Barness Prize recognizes the impact of an outstanding pediatric pathology 
paper on anatomic pathology, clinical practice, research, or public health. The 2019 awardee 
was Dolores López-Terrada, MD, PhD., for her publication, “Genomic analysis of hepatoblastoma 
identifies distinct molecular and prognostic subgroups” (Hepatology. 2017 Jan;65(1):104-121). 

http://www.spponline.org/Grants-and-Awards
http://www.spponline.org/Grants-and-Awards


• The Lotte Strauss Prize recognizes an outstanding publication in pediatric pathology by an early 
career (<40 years old) pathologist or basic scientist. The 2019 awardee was Bonnie Cole, MD., 
for her publication, “Targeted sequencing of malignant supratentorial pediatric brain tumors 
demonstrates a high frequency of clinically relevant mutations” (Ped Dev Path 2018;21(4):380-
388). 

• The 2019 recipient of the Presidential Distinguished Colleague Award was Raja Rabah, M.D., in 
appreciation of her hospitality as host of our exceptional SPP meeting in Ann Arbor, Michigan, 
October 2018. 

New initiatives 

Online educational offerings: Recorded symposium presentations and interactive expert sessions  

Outreach  

• SPP participated in the ABPath Cooperating Societies Meeting (May 7, 2019) and Pathology 
Roundtable Meeting (July 23, 2019). 

• The SPP is a constituent member of IPPA, the worldwide umbrella organization for pediatric 
pathology. The SPP practices international educational outreach with IPPA, the International 
Academy of Pathology (IAP), the College of American Pathologists, the USCAP, the Latin 
American Society of Pediatric Pathology (SLAPPE), the Paediatric Pathology Society (PPS), the 
Australia/New Zealand Pediatric Pathology Group (ANZPPG), and other locally or individually 
organized courses and educational programs. SPP members regularly serve on the IPPA Council, 
as Officers, and as tutors for IPPA courses. 

• The SPP has improved the dissemination of published educational content to nonmembers; in 
2018, SPP began tweeting links providing free access to selected PDP articles.  Nonmembers are, 
of course, encouraged to subscribe to the online Slide Survey Program and to consider 
purchasing volumes of Perspectives in Pediatric Pathology pertinent to their subspecialty or their 
training programs. 

Final Comments  

Because of the commitment to the ongoing advance of practice, education, research, and professional 
development in pediatric pathology and the collegiality of its members, the SPP remains a primary force 
in the quest to improve the well-being of children.  It is a great honor to lead the Society in the 
upcoming year, and continue to advance the field of pediatric pathology. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Gino Somers, MBBS, PhD, FRCPA 
 

 


